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theories, and the structure of the argumentations of the supreme
hadiths. As for the second chapter, | called it (The Hadiths of Vir-
tues as a Pragmatic Performative), and it is organized into four sec-
tions: the pragmatic-performative theory: the concept of context
and its origin, and the performance-based theory of speech acts
according to Austin, and the speech acts of Searle: modifications
and suggestions; and the pragmatic performatic approach to Had-
iths of Virtues. Chapter Three is entitled (The Characteristics of Dis-
course in Hadiths of Virtues), and it deals with three main charac-
teristics: subjectivity, repetition, and publicity. The study concluded
that these hadiths were declared to reveal and confirm the central
religious positions and statuses of Imam Ali (Peace be upon him),

and not mere talks of praise and ordinary virtues.



course, and formed a large semantic field belonging to a broader
semantic field, which is the phenomenon of the prophetic hadiths
contained in the statement of the merits of Imam Ali (Peace be upon
him), and his virtues, which belong to a wider sphere, namely: the
Prophetic hadiths about the virtues of the Prophet’s progeny (May
Allah bless him and his progeny), and relying on the importance of
the prophetic discourse in general, what is repeated and confirmed
by it will be of special significance since it reveals the importance
and centrality of that topic in the Islamic system. The books of the
Islamic heritage, regardless of their authors and their sects, were
full of hadiths about the virtues of Imam Ali (Peace be upon him).

These texts have become a subject of controversy, and a con-
flict of interpretation among Muslims, regarding its evidence for the
general Wilayah (Spiritual imamate) of the Imam (Peace be upon
him), his right to the succession (Khalifate) of the Messenger (May
Allah bless him and his progeny), and his preference over other
Muslims. Besides, other things are well-known in doctrinal debates
and verbal discussions, and this dispute is still raging until this day.

Therefore, this study was intended to tackle the field of hadiths
concerning the virtues of Imam Ali (Peace be upon him), but from
a new angle, and with a new approach derived from contemporary
discourse analysis theories; unified and agreed upon, the study
chose what it deems appropriate for its subject from those perspec-
tives, as it considers that the moral discourse is an accomplished
argumentative discourse marked by special signs.

Chapter One dealt with the hadiths of virtues as a process of
argumentation and is divided into three main topics: the concept

of argumentation, the history of research on argumentation and its

- Fadhaa Dhiyab Ghunaim
L
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© B

((@




PROPHETIC HADITHS ABOUT IMAM ALI’S VIRTUES -
I

© B)

((@

Abstract

Discourse today represents the center of attention focus for many
human sciences, due to the technological developments that the
world has witnessed at various levels, which facilitated the process
of human communication. In the humanitarian fields, the media
and communication revolution has facilitated access to them, and
the management of dialogue and discussion around them. Hence,
the urgent need to develop tools for analyzing these discourses, es-
pecially after linguistic perspectives remained inclined to structural
theories, which isolated language from its communicative domain
and its use in contexts, and remained confined to the limited, tradi-
tional levels that do not exceed the sentence.

Discourse analysis theories came to fill these gaps, and to modify
the research path towards studying the aspects of the conversation-
al process, so the discourse text is studied as a major unit of analy-
sis. It became a priority for discourse analysis processes to consider
the contexts of its production, the intentions of its producers, the
common knowledge between them and the addressees, and the
manifestations of all these notions in the discourse.

Discourse analysis processes aquire their importance from the
importance of the discourse’s originator and its position, the impor-
tance of its discourse, and its social impact. Accordingly, it acquires
its value and derives its necessity. There is no doubt that the Pro-
phetic discourse is one of the most important patterns of discourse,
after the Qur’anic discourse in Islam, as an interpretation of it, and
as a second source of springs of legislation and religious knowledge.
Proceeding from the above facts, this study aims to identify a mod-
ern phenomenon that occupied a wide area in the prophetic dis-
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