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Understanding Suffering Memory within the Frame-
work of Difficult Heritage A Theoretical Inquiry and an

Approach to the Iraqi Case

Abstract

This study examines suffering memory within the framework of dif-
ficult heritage by tracing the conceptual and terminological trajecto-
ries that have shaped this field of inquiry. It analyzes the mechanisms
through which painful collective memory operates and approaches the
Iraqi case as an exceptional model shaped by a multilayered accumula-
tion of political crimes. wars. genocide. and terrorist violence. The study
is guided by a set of central questions: How has the academic literature
developed its conceptual vocabulary for describing this form of memory-.
moving from dissonant and negative heritage to difficult heritage? What
methodological problems continue to affect this conceptual framework?
And are these predominantly Western theoretical models sufficient for
analyzing the Iraqi context. or do they require a critically informed ad-

aptation that takes its structural particularities into account?

The study concludes that the Iraqi case is characterized by three
contemporary structural features: difficult heritage. the entanglement of
perpetrator and victim identitiesc and the absence of a clear strategic vi-

sion. It recommends establishing a specialized Iraqi research framework
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adopting a model of horizontal recognition among social components.
and supporting the documentation and management of suffering mem-

ory.

Keywords: suffering memory. difficult heritage. collective memory:

Iraq¢ archives. national identity.

oM gluis - jep 2asll - il esls A0 ANV ANV

wopbill el @xigll Slell jSpoll ge jani dygiw cani dale @lao



PNETETEH &al) pobi guis o

doaxs0ll

G Sl s Lgle (g 5o L g ie bl 5, S11 il 3 As5
oWl plazal colaial A SISCEY 5 AT s Al s elazr
o miadls (53l 0, alhas d delan Y15 ALY o s L) b
L 5 ey lT sy Ll 3o ool 6 1 edia s (o Lo V5
Le (._@3 Slines Y bl 325 sl e e e landl i ¢!
Jotvp gie 525 (o VNG Sy aaseall LY 5 G m oL
celazd) BN ey ol ol ol 2l Ldas el 5,511
Lol 1,231 Gl ol slaza V15 bl il JSCT 5

U WPOCZSN 5 g_;LB.:A.o

S sl _rd isuinze sLal 5 S e AIS| oo il yll 0din 3 las

Al ot ol 2t o N15 815 [ J 1oy ¢ enlial
&5 5Ty i aasles ()T (G lnall ol oy gie
oY+ 1Y) oSgs b I el el gt e (01 447)
s @Y1 Q) WLsusle a5 bl il comall Sl o pgia
Slmozzeall oy 5 stz Dl Gladl i ¢ adl (6 5ol
Delas Jrrmy Lo ¢ slandl o V15,815 0 LSt o 1) tens ol
Vo el 1Al Bl s 54 il BV oda Lo
LR A e J = asl Al @K;il See g o gtom LS > s
‘é_ﬁu 515 Cio o) Lollavan 3t LapslSY! au;.m o] LS
S shalledon g2 155 Y 0 4 jmall s gl SLISLEYT L

o N N NN oL 5115 g 3201 il

wopbill el @xigll Slell jSpoll ge jani dygiw cani dale @lao



wienll Sl @Gl o a0 8)815 ags | @11 64513

l_e_,\ﬂu\fj\UBJ\J_J;JLJ)JJ\U,MJU_EY\OM@wJ_A)

s S ‘Lg,wdj’v|‘oﬁwo_nwia_wbm s don daiwd
LY G e

bl sl el 8] 5l e g il aa Y
<, bzl ol )Ll =S I e cnall &l elul
slal s ale (6 s Lo o iS5 ¢ g Sty Ladii s (5 Sl aoalin
o Sl e fangadl o 3 gl 5 slas () and s A ms
lrazzeall ol Clagtial (o 55055 855 50 25T o 4 lis el
A Al 8

Leio 52 il padl Adoeld Sl il pall s o385 i o) a0
e s ] s oSt dl IV 15 8 imy patzed U3 o
Sl 5ol 5 i Wy Slalend! ailo (omd Golatl) |06 oo 5L
Y5 A medl SN 5o 5 yaay ol ) 10 8,05) e Lol
S Slrazmadl iday 5 5 Lol 6 g Bl i 3] s slaze VI
13 e e o Sty Sl s Bl 5 Lo Ui Sl zas
L_M‘uuswgb_lawi‘,d\sjswmg;m\v_ﬂﬂgﬂfﬁv_@\
JLLYU.AJ‘.{.JY\ \jﬁj\vJY\qubuML‘Jw>yudL>uJ}>u
O pazmmad) G )6 5 oIV 81 i ol 31l iy s ealill

(1) Logan, Wendy S. and Miiréad Reeves, Places of Pain and Shame: Dealing with Difficult
Heritage,London: Routledge, 2009, p. 2.

oM gluis - o oasll - aldlssls 4 A S AEEE N

wopbill el @xigll Slell jSpoll ge jani dygiw cani dale @lao




PNETETEH &al) pobi guis o
o Lo ] o SKas I eBlaaY oye e Gdioss I il aud s
]

SVl 5 ol Sl palied Lmdlanaadl ol el ¢l iul =
I il IV Y ol a5 ciiaaiaial ieyslSYI
” .u)g@*&\fﬁ&ﬁgw\obaﬁa

ool IV I LI 5 oz Vi 5 Tl 5L YT s =Y
LdSis sdane g Wil oLl s

i slin Bl bV ey o 5 31 Al il i yuast Al s =Y
Bl e a5 b ol At 315 o
SP{pe

ol 3 oI5, S15815] e ond L Tl Sl oy 28
Lyl ooy LY Il oLt s 5 g Loy 51,
QPP S (PR S
G 3] el ISty gl (Al el Ll o danas

e e sty cmall S i Loellepall A slandl LSS

8,15 o il 3 0 el gl s a5 Bl i 5 oLgi ks

g;_t:qsa_gjﬁt_mu_uw\Lesgucq%g@\)u\wj‘a_g\,d\

e B sl pslan colr (e il g il pedl a ol SN 5

el o3 el 5 il Ll

m N N NN oL 5115 g 3201 il

wopbill el @xigll Slell jSpoll ge jani dygiw cani dale @lao



wienll Sl @Gl o a0 8)815 ags | @11 64513
wenll Gl dawslbnall ciljbuall :gl

D o) IS sl e ol ey L s el 3,511 el Lo
Yy S I il elale 335 Jo 5 cdible Low iy lasme Ll L )W)
Go il odgls Mt Bdble Ll Ve o Gl ol ina 3t ST
Ay gb e A5 Loleadl Slodualls coomall fo sl il s e 5l S
5,515 Joamg Los 68wl AN e a5 5y ol P
cJ{La.«J\%S_U gwb%@u%ML@>UJ¢QWHY|
1l U g Lmegia | o e 5,10 dbladl sl odin O
.M\U:M%@\sglwﬁjw‘ygﬁbwl

V5,510 ozl plazal dolias oy 2all 0,80 ol
,Muu_uuwi,_gwyi;wjn»uou;s\i_wyw‘uj
uyywbrijojs\;&g\wuﬁjﬁ S il
B‘yWJJ‘J‘GWJer)JPUJ‘DWY Mu\juw
SN et B )8 s Lendig on B Al ALl 8 |
L3 3 A1 alnadl 3N 5o gl Lo a7 55 sl el
RSPy UPRUUNEPYPY WS TS PN WO (1 UV JE [RIIPE
Ul e asle sl ot

o sy Sl AN n g s s o oINS S15 3 0 Ul Jamy

(1) Millar, Laura, Touchstones: Considering the Relationship between Memory and Archives,
Archivaria 61 (Spring 2006), p. 113.

(2) Logan William and Keir Reeves, eds., Places of Pain and Shame: Dealing with Difficult Her-
itage (London: Routledge, 2009), p. 4.

(3) Ibid.
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(1) Macdonald, Sharon, Difficult Heritage: Negotiating the Nazi Past in Nuremberg and Beyond,
p. 6.

(2) Logan, William and Keir Reeves, eds., Places of Pain and Shame: Dealing with Difficult
Heritage, p. 4.
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(1) Macdonald, Sharon, Difficult Heritage: Negotiating the Nazi Past in Nuremberg and Be-
yond.p.2.
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Abstract

This study examines the role of collective memory in shaping and constructing
the identity of states and societiesc drawing on a comparative theoretical frame-
work grounded in the concepts of Halbwachs. Ricoeur. Lévi-Strauss. Jan Assmann.
and Pierre Nora. The research distinguishes between collective memory and com-
munal memory and explores the dichotomy of “hot” and “cold” societies in their
relationship with the past. demonstrating how “hot memory” contributes to the
production of meaning and the reinforcement of an inclusive national identity.
The study further addresses the phenomenon of memory manipulation and its
ideological instrumentalization by totalitarian regimes. It introduces the concept
of coercive memory as a mechanism for imposing dominant narratives that lead
to social alienation and the deepening of societal divisions. These theoretical con-
structs are then applied to the Iraqi experience through critical analysis. tracing
the stages of national memory formation from the monarchical era and the 1958
Revolution. through the period of coercive memory under the former regime. and
culminating in the challenges associated with the absence of a unified collective
memory in the post-2003 period. The study concludes that the construction of a
national memory that respects pluralism constitutes a fundamental prerequisite for
national reconciliation and democratic stability. Such a process cannot be realized

without statesmen who prioritize future generations over immediate gains.

Keywords: Collective Memory. National Identity. State-Building. Transitional

Justice. Iraqi Memory.
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(1) Elodie Richard and Charlotte Vorms. «Les historiens pris dans les conflits de mémoireo»
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Abstract

The Iraqi people experienced one of the harshest and most traumat-
ic periods in their modern history under Ba'athist rule, during which
Saddam Hussein seized power and maintained absolute control for sev-
eral decades. This era represents one of the most violent and oppressive
chapters in Iraq s historical record, leaving profound psychological, so-
cial, and political scars that remain embedded in the national conscious-
ness. The regime's crimes—including arbitrary arrests, torture, mass
executions, enforced disappearance, and forced displacement—affected
broad segments of society, generating wounds whose impact extends be-
yond individuals and continues to shape both time and place. These vio-
lations stand as enduring evidence of that dark period. Documenting the
crimes of the Ba'ath Party is essential for preserving national memory,
preventing the erasure of collective suffering, and countering efforts to
distort historical truth. Such documentation plays a vital role in shaping
collective memory and national identity, with influence reaching into
the present and informing the future. This research examines methods
for documenting and critically analyzing Ba'athist crimes within their
temporal and spatial contexts, contributing to the construction of a re-
silient national memory that guards against forgetting and helps prevent
the recurrence of similar abuses. The importance of this study lies in
its focus on maintaining the collective memory of the pain inflicted by

Ba'athist repression and ensuring its preservation within national aware-
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ness. It seeks to develop effective documentation strategies that resist
historical manipulation and sustain memory across generations through
testimonies, archival records, literature, art, and museums—tools that
collectively help prevent the repetition of violations and contribute to
reshaping historical understanding. The research also explores the re-
lationship between political memory, historical narrative, and practices
of repression in the formation of national identity, emphasizing the crit-
ical role of documentation in safeguarding human rights and preserv-
ing factual integrity. Using a critical and historical analytical approach,
the study examines documentation practices and analyzes the regime s
crimes by exploring the temporal and spatial traumas they produced. It
also employs a comparative framework to evaluate how different soci-
eties have used documentation to confront authoritarian legacies, illus-
trating how collective memory can function as a mechanism for pre-

venting the recurrence of political crimes.

Keywords: Documentation; Pain; Memory; Forgetting; Ba'ath
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Abstract

This study examines the structural analysis of the policy targeting
Shiite religious scholars in Iraq during the rule of the Ba‘ath regime: em-
ploying a legal methodology that juxtaposes the conviction decision of
the reports of the Special Rapporteurs concerned with the human rights
situation in Iraq. The study reveals that this targeting did not constitute
isolated or incidental incidents. but rather was the product of a system-
atic and large-scale state policy. manifested through nineteen integrated
structural elements. These include the adoption of a presumption of
assumed affiliation with the Da‘wa Party. the establishment of excep-
tional security and judicial bodies operating above the law« the use of
retroactive legislation as an instrument of institutionalized retaliation.
and the criminalization of thought and belief. Furthermore. the policy
involved the practice of enforced disappearance and execution as ad-
ministrative—rather than judicial —measures. This policy also extended
to targeting the entire institutional religious structure. including shrines.
endowments. and religious schools. The study concludes that the cumu-
lative effect of these elements fulfills the legal criteria of crimes against
humanity. specifically those based on systematic religious and political

persecution. in accordance with international human rights standards.

Key words: Iraq¢ Shiitec Ba‘ath regime. Human Rights
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The Crime of Ecocide in the Marshes of Southern
Iraq during the Ba'ath Regime Era

Prof.Dr. Hussein ulaiwi Nasser Al-Zeyyadi

University of Thi Qar

Abstract

The research problem is centered on a pivotal question: What are
the fundamental shifts that occurred within the ecological system due
to the "Ecocide" of drying the marshes perpetrated by the Ba'ath regime
between 1991 and 2003? This study seeks to uncover and document the
mechanisms of environmental destruction (Ecocide) practiced against
the southern Iraqi marshes, while analyzing the geopolitical and de-
mographic repercussions resulting from this systematic crime. Further-
more, it aims to validate the hypothesis that the desiccation process was
a repressive security strategy designed to dismantle the environmental
and livelihood foundations of the local population, thereby facilitating
forced demographic change to ensure the regime's survival and the elim-

ination of political opposition.

To achieve this objective, the research employs a descriptive-analyti-
cal approach integrated with a historical methodology, utilizing Remote
Sensing (RS) and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to conduct
spatial comparisons between the pre-and post-desiccation periods. The

findings indicate that the desiccation crime rises to the level of "Geno-
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cide" under international conventions, given its profound environmen-

tal, economic, cultural, and social ramifications.

Keywords: Ecocide, The Marshes, The Ba'ath Regime.
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(1) UNEP (2001). Partow. H. The Mesopotamian Marshlands: Demise of an Ecosystem. Early
Warning and Assessment Technical Reporte: UNEP/DEWA/TR. 01-3 Rev.1.
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(1) Human Rights Watch (1993). Genocide in Iraq: The Anfal Campaign Against the Kurds.
(2) FAO (1997). Special Report: FAO/WFP Food Supply and Nutrition Assessment Mission to

Iraq.

ey N N NEN 233l g2y

wopbill el @xigll Slell jSpoll ge jani dygiw cani dale @lao



Gzl plbi goj o @)l wgin jlgad aiull 6301 doypy ———| @I 6513

aoilsll

ple oate oy Sl Al il Sles ) 18l e =)
S5 Ol AW el SV (g lee 355 S IS 0 p 1 440
SN el (61 (5 5lamdl V1 e WL 5 sldndl s 5 el g2l
il YW G, ALY jsdoall e s s (00 4 ) oy

oSS o s ) el 5Lt OF 1yl i) ol SUYI o =Y
il 21,0l blo] Jte it ldan) Lo Wl 45 5 me
Al ol il s Sl ol ol e sl ) asla] dgel 5t
Aeabd] s UL Y oY 5L A p sl 5 piall

i dny 1Ll Caol pall g 1SS ) 1581 it ool 2
3 el D1 Gl sl ol &ogd sl SLI elandl D13)s Ll 5aYl
b (AOA ) 5 ga5 102 pVAVA-VAV s Gdd Ll ST dutes 2
Sl LSS das a1l Loy o JIp e (& ol 58 a5 55 Lendl)
(A e ol (YY) +) 014441440 sal) i

LD e b yoldl ) ST ) il iy o ol 8
e (YeS Y e e ) (e a5 Lo il oy Bdated] 3
éb)_.ﬂ) g.,_.afd\ CJL:L&) c:\_:.?w\g')baja_woj\

D515 Ol gl 5 b sl Aol Ll ¢ 5l e 531 =0
ﬁwy‘j))#m]m&%w:\_f}sa_wai

L;—"“‘-%?‘Q—"‘PT@J Ll s )lj_;Y\;.L:é.?Jo_pr_?g =1
deons 5 Ay oSSl 85 L Yl adia s ol s aY I O ad slatdl s Y|

oM gluis - jam oasll - aldlssls 4 AN SEAEEETTSN

wo3bl il Gaigl aljell Soll ge ja0] digiuw ani dale alao



| @I 64513} saujl ol sgue grwn Al

55 o el o il e ST L Sl oL s o =Y
el 5 b gall gyl 13 Sl e ool odgy oy 3V 5L
2 8L e 5T 5 S s Sl ) s s ol
ROV PR ENWIHCU B L Y PN EPYRPES [NEPELRS - p R
gy oo WV ABLE a5 b el o U onl ol s oS
el 5 Jb yodl ey ) s 23Sl e gazeod|

a0 o Lo O gals po ST s ) )l s o sl =A
Sl BISGe tadd B3 lowadl sl y-all o 023531 5 o bos Y

Slles dony Llaiadl 3 4l 5,315 el mpliadl Gl 3] =4
ez ] Jolissils g -l s Lyl o0 3T o) il
Fladly (o Y1 s lall (6 g LS5l A 4 1 o
s IOl G by (Ll

o e M B 5L Slranzes o gb Cdadll A 2 g =V
b s s Bl UL e sl i) el s ) G, )

0 PSP A PP PN [
eadd SISl ol e oLl ] il oy o sl i) =1
Jons s S o iy 5 a5 (10, 0) A3 (1 44V =V 4AY)

N (¥, ) L5 s A el I G al) SIS o
e o, L3l el Ol sl uS 5 e lass Y s of s
Lol Sl ol p ey Glnss ool o5 Sl 1Y G bl
o2 A5 LalaBl sl ped DS Olais Jle Sy 5l Yl e
NS PRI CHPYS ([P - S P PO BTN UNES i POV

ol i lias 5 dna 5 DUl g |

W NN \N sasll g

wopbill el @xigll Slell jSpoll ge jani dygiw cani dale @lao



el ol goj -6 @il Lwgio Jlgall aulyll 83Ul days —— @I 6513

VAVY plo Cindondl dag 2 o GBIl 1 gal (V) ey 210

AT

IU0N

0°ITN

0510 @ M 40
e ™ el 1 -
46 30TE ATIE AT"IE AETE

(55 (Landsat 1-3-4) MSS oYl il asladl ol el Je slaxeNU el
-Arc GIS 10.4.1520b s Jo slaze W Jasl 2l s 5 &Ll Sl

iy ]
1

oM gluis - jam oasll - aldilasls 4 A

wopbill el @xigll Slell jSpoll ge jani dygiw cani dale @lao



| @I 6515 3Ll ol sgule guuo Al

Yo ¥ ple Chdoedl s 1 a1 gl (Y) 2lay 2

kFgiiig |

Eibe niin]
T
Eraiihy]

T
31" 30N

IO
T
300N

do 5 w 20 30 40 i
g e e e k1 ; ;
4?":!.'IT'E QT'S:J'WE

55 (Landsat 7) +ETM _SG oY1 joall L5Ladll obs ol e slexe YU 1 jduaall
-Arc GIS 10.4.1520b s Jo slaze W Jasl 2l s 5 &Ll Sl

v NN NEN 233l g2y

wopbill el @xigll Slell jSpoll ge jani dygiw cani dale @lao



iyl plbsi 40] 6 @yl Lgia Jlgal il 63yl days —— @Il 6513

Bl st Sl gy i :
EET AN T r'_..,:,_,
b}.ﬁ:’}:rﬁ ;;;g:‘;;f H‘Mt"h“ﬂl“ﬂdﬂ
i', recll Bgspangdl iy Lol dodisal, |
t I
f el M N e i S B Yoy e :
i "lr'n.-"""‘-r""" "J"if_"'_'_J
L B P
V4 %A e 0
Bz . Ao s
3 i
'

B GRU G dlpdi 5 e o S VAR (S VY e Bl gl 15
e 52y Jaal) gl TR AE ol L0 10 a6 1 Bk o Lo 5 s Dl S0 3
Ui sotecns e bt B gl o e A0 e Ay i DA 0y el s (6 il K2 e
AR gl § ey B ) g Ma Laall 130 b Lty g Aibla ol o pac 6 3 200
A by At ol y S T a O VAT S
et el S L Al s AR Sy B S LU (e ol g e b S e
uﬂmxﬁﬂ&uﬁpu..-a - A e aly s JEB e il
NOTRNT ISP TP P S S pally pedglly Al o 5 m i3S e
Al . CuadiAa S A0 agh. ooy 8,
F e dam B te eV Egde ) Sl gt el el ads LA

Cadely L Ll dliy 8, J--‘,,J-a wiet i, S0 ALl sy, lan gt
cocpall () anedl el g 0 i (RS T Sl ke e S
Lo teal) ol polows B30 5 A pa¥1 Cdilad cupeng At N Ao JUi0 iia)
Eaetll Bpmy el 58 pay e By odlly 30 AR e oM a0 pts 8

ol GpegUnall 5 pay AW 3all B jugm B3t JC

AR Lnls g At 58 e M ABMG Sl s 869 5 g 0B apts (B

Vsl 5y & 0l By o imadly bl 3305 ppls (S

Lpsll 8 joy el Aal N 0 g o B (0860 0 - i 5 5t

( ’,J;*“ﬂ?ﬁ”uﬂfr@-‘;ﬁfu!k;u,'ﬂwxduh
~

" " " 0 7 R B

T T I I — e i . e e e

oM glups - oo oasll - aldilasls 4 AN

wojhill ailp @uiall Blwll Spall ge jani dgiw Lani duale dlao



| @I 64513} saujl ol sgue grwn Al

2ol30llg jalowali
ol 2L ety sl =Y
Oy B ol g Ll UV el de JUST (g 2 ol 20
oY 0V eolay el ) pl SV ES ol 5555 B 5 BTG
obood o didas il )3 1 el ol & 015 albs sl e (Ol i =Y
YV vl Dael ¢ o815 (g el sl S a2y sl ) o
Syl ol all 58 e e Iy dely 8,055 «Blall iy ygar =¥
o A D]l f‘ G R S @Ju“’ p—:"’uj
e Sl Sl ) 555 Gl iy s
S KA AR P P
'f\ VA oSV b —Q,UJJ\ (\ﬁ}“ (ol de (o g =0

fhmj‘;_apw‘ ij}j‘H SJL_ﬁbJ-J\}_ﬁby\cé.L.@A CL*;)L:._«.?J‘—W
.r\' v cb\.l_&.g caeladl 2_33\1:5‘ b}j_.ij\ Hls cj_.,bbd\

)\J 4&5_«1&5\ C;_>=..S‘ C)Q'}A}-B WT cJ_..aU L“Sj-:l“ o> ‘L,,S'}L.’-J.J‘ -V
.rY Ny ¢s e d|

o gl bl 3Ol i) 5 ol (5 e i 53 I =A
LNl Ly 31 IS U (Y + + V=1 YY) 5l 31
.(a‘f VY () sl (V) adeadl S LgS dxol>

N gal 5 egns 555 Ol 5d ¢ ol (5 ke i (gL 31 24

vt NN NEN 233l g2y

wopbill el @xigll Slell jSpoll ge jani dygiw cani dale @lao



Cisull ol goj 50 @)l Ligin Jlga ) ariull 63bul dayyy ——| @I 6513

suall L5 (65 ol s (2 ) A4V AVY) 5alal) 55 (65 ddablons
YN LS (63 daalr (1)
i g bl Ll o sl Dbl 3 Bl 35 el s HUS (635 Olie
p V448 0L 5 ptie b iy Laslr CSYILIS S| Lol 55

%b_éw‘bjW\jgl;\ﬂy\dwy‘co_g'.U\J’_Pc'o'Jj_é—\\
\‘“MCJJJ—:-"(\—*—“g—U-U‘OJ—’w‘*H

dns o Bl Al O g Sl eal ¢ ianae s il wle I sl =1 Y
ol e gadl a3y Lo Ty Ll Lty 421 85L0Y)
O g2V Sl 55 0 (Gl oo 152D J o JSYT 5
'CY"O‘SJ—%-S‘Z‘—*-‘L?"JL";J‘f}—LOJ.jJ"

oalasdl Gt o 3T 51 pa Yl i ¢ e dames Cin g eIl 2N
.rY"‘\cz\J.bJ\cdnib &ucé\ﬂ‘dﬂi?-u\

VAT BT (NV)) 3, SNl ol saall 0 5l =1 €
5oV UL pr ol polaed L

1- UNEP (2001). Partow. H. The Mesopotamian Marshlands: Demise of an
Ecosystem. Early Warning and Assessment Technical Reportc UNEP/
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2- Human Rights Watch (1993). Genocide in Iraq: The Anfal Campaign
Against the Kurds.

3- FAO (1997). Special Report: FAO/WFP Food Supply and Nutrition As-

sessment Mission to Iraq.
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The Economic Effects of Violent Extremism in Iraq
after 2003: A Documentary Study

Abstract

The study concluded that the total cost of damage to the infra-
structure of ministries resulting from violent extremism during the
period (2003-2019) amounted to (35,021,414,041,287) Iraqi dinars.
The Ministry of Defense recorded the highest level of damage, total-
ing (15,340,636,691,610) Iraqi dinars, representing (43.80%) of the total
damages across all ministries. In contrast, the Ministry of Migration and
Displacement incurred the lowest losses, amounting to (687,823,445)
Iraqi dinars, representing only (0.01%) of the total damage. The study
further found that the total cost of damage to the infrastructure of en-
tities not affiliated with a ministry reached (1,671,433,754,029) Iraqi
dinars. Among these, the Central Bank of Iraq sustained the highest
level of damage, estimated at (606,907,503) Iraqi dinars, accounting
for (42.34%) of the total. As for local administrations in the provinces,
the total cost of damages amounted to (154,993,132,500) Iraqi dinars.
Al-Anbar Governorate recorded the highest level of damage, with losses
estimated at (106,935,400,000) Iraqi dinars, representing (67%) of the
total damages at the provincial level. Accordingly, it can be concluded
that the overall cost of damages reached (36,847,840,927,816) Iraqi di-
nars, encompassing damages to ministries, non-ministerial entities, and

provincial administrations as a result of violent extremism and the mil-
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itary operations undertaken to counter it. It is important to note that
these figures do not represent the entirety of losses. Several ministries,
non-ministerial entities, and provincial administrations did not provide
statistical data on the damages incurred due to violent extremism and
counterterrorism operations. This is largely attributed to the inability
of these entities to assess and estimate damages, particularly for prop-
erties that were under the control of ISIS and outside the authority of
the central government. This includes, for example, the Supreme Judi-
cial Council regarding damages to its institutions in the governorates of
Nineveh and Al-Anbar. Moreover, the Ministry of Culture indicated the
impossibility of estimating the total cost of stolen (antiquities) belonging
to the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage, as these constitute invalu-
able historical assets that cannot be monetarily quantified. The study

concluded with a set of findings and recommendations.

Key Words: The Economic Effects , Violent Extremism, Iraq.
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Human Rights Violations against Kurdish Civil-
ians in Nugrat al-Salman Prison

A Historical. Documentary. and Legal Study
Abstract

This study aims to provide a comprehensive scholarly examination of
the human rights violations inflicted upon Kurdish civilians in Naqrat
al-Salman Prison, widely regarded as one of the most abusive detention
facilities in Iraq during the twentieth century. The research adopts a
historical-documentary methodology grounded in archival sources, oral
testimonies, and official records, alongside a legal-analytical approach
that situates these events within the framework of international human-
itarian law and international human rights law. From a documentary
perspective, the study focuses on the most prominent violations perpe-
trated within the prison, including arbitrary detention without trial, sys-
tematic physical and psychological torture, deliberate starvation, denial
of medical care, medical neglect, forced labor, degrading and inhumane
practices that undermine human dignity, as well as cases of death under
torture. The study further presents survivors’ testimonies, which con-
stitute rare and invaluable human documents that illuminate the scale
of suffering and reveal the mechanisms of repression employed against

Kurdish civilians.

From a legal standpoint, the research analyzes these violations in light
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of international legal norms, including the Geneva Conventions, the
Convention against Torture, and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, among other legal instruments. It demonstrates that the prac-
tices committed in Naqrat al-Salman Prison rise to the level of crimes
against humanity under international legal definitions, given their wide-
spread and systematic nature directed against a specific ethnic group.
The study concludes that documenting these crimes serves not only to
preserve the collective memory of the Kurdish people, but also to ad-
vance transitional justice, combat impunity, and guide researchers and
policymakers toward addressing these events as an integral part of Iraq’s
human historical experience. The findings underscore that uncovering
the truth about what occurred in Nagrat al-Salman Prison constitutes a
necessary step toward preventing the recurrence of such violations and
fostering a society grounded in the rule of law, justice, and respect for

human dignity.

Key Words: Iraq, Kurd, Human Rights, in Nugrat al-Salman
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Abstract

Iraq’s modern history has been marked by a series of painful events and vi-
olent conflicts that have left deep scars on its social fabric and national identity.
These collective traumas have extended beyond individuals to affect society as
a whole, resulting in the fragmentation of national identity and the intensifica-
tion of internal divisions. In this context, Logotherapy, the theory developed by
Viktor Frankl, offers a theoretical framework for understanding how meaning
can be reconstructed through the overcoming of past traumas, enabling internal
reconciliation and the strengthening of national cohesion. This study analyzes
the impact of historical trauma on the formation of Iraqi national identity and
highlights the role of national reconciliation as a mechanism for recovering from
post-traumatic stress, by addressing both physical and psychological wounds
and fostering values of tolerance and shared belonging. The research is based on
the premise that the capacity to transcend historical suffering contributes to the
consolidation of a unified national identity through psychological adaptation
and reconciliation with the past, as proposed by Logotherapy. Adopting a case
study approach, the study examines Iraq’s experiences in light of internation-
al models, including South Africa, Rwanda, and Germany, to identify lessons
and strategies applicable to post-conflict recovery. It concludes with practical
recommendations aimed at building a cohesive national identity and achieving

sustainable reconciliation in Iraq.

Keywords: Iraq - National Identity — Historical Trauma - Logother-

apy - Reconciliation
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(1) Herman, J. L, Trauma and Recovery: The Aftermath of Violence - From Domestic Abuse to

Political Terror, Basic Books(1992).
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(1) Frankl, V. E. Man’s Search for Meaning, Beacon Press, 2006, p. 76.
(2) Ibid, p. 113.
(3) Lazarus, R. S., & Folkman, S. Stress, Appraisal, and Coping. Springer(1984).
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(1) Anderson, B. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism.

Verso. 1991. pp 6-7.
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(1) Frankl, V., Man’s Search for Meaning. Beacon Press, 1985, p.97.
(2) Frankl, V., The Will to Meaning: Foundations and Applications of Logotherapy. Penguin,
2006, p.45.
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(1) Hayner, P. Unspeakable Truths: Transitional Justice and the Challenge of Truth Commis-
sions. Routledge, 2001, p.85.

vy NN NEN 233l g2y

wopbill el @xigll Slell jSpoll ge jani dygiw cani dale @lao



@l 6 awibgll aggll clsg ololl oL jolai | @I 6515
g)w%ﬁ@lwgwyé;ﬂb@mgw\%@—i
madd By 8 eoalaeS Ll aalel s nall ST Jte diL)
ol I
3 ddodlandl s il Olad poe Ly 3] 0 gor & o 1 Hdad Il
O ¢ Yoy U1 ) L2l e slondl I, LG s
e lasd sl 0,5

SNPYRCWE EJE AR

5 e ] 31l liomy 1015505 3 Bl 3, 5101 0 =
ol Ui o 0550 oy U b 10 o5 g iy o3 oo Bkt Lo
Pl L5 )3 el s e, S L Bl asle] 5 2 el

PP FCUR ERCIIUN U1 1] 00N | P PP IV U U [ S0 5 %
Vi bl el A A ST sl a3le Y imeeS o o)

(S Usb y 1o 1 2 5l 3 medl g 5L Lol oy B30I 2

(Bl 7 eld 53 ) o laad s e s
A i sl 55 B s Al it e LIS G Sy
oS [NON 5 P PRSI [ POUYE JESRE U0 S WP

(1) Boraine, A. A Country Unmasked: Inside South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion. Oxford University Press 2006, p200.

(2) Kershaw, I. Hitler, the Germans, and the Final Solution. Yale University Press., 1998, p300.

(3) Frankl, 1985, p97.
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(1) Teitel, R. , Transitional Justice. Oxford University Press, 2000, p50.
(2) Tutu, D., No Future Without Forgiveness. Doubleday, 1999, p.160.
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(1) TIronically, such accounts generally paid little to no attention to the most prominent mani-
festation of the former regime in the insurgency, the Army of the Men of the Nagshbandiyya
Order, which fused Ba‘thism with Sufism. See David Jordan, “Jaysh Rijal al-Tariga al-Naqsh-
bandiyya: The Sufi Resistance of the Former Ba‘th Party in Iraq,” in Jihadism Revisited: Re-
thinking a Well-Known Phenomenon, ed. Tamara Abu-Hamdeh and Rudiga Lohlker (Berlin:
Logos Verlag Berlin, 2019), 53-86

(2) For an excellent corrective article, see Craig Whiteside, “A Pedigree of Terror: The Myth of
Bathist Influence in the Islamic State Movement,” Perspectives on Terrorism 11, no. 3 (2017):

2-18.
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(1) Amir Taha, “Turning Ex-Combatants into Sadris: Explaining the Emergence of the Mahdi
Army;” Middle Eastern Studies 55, no. 3 (2019): 357-73.

(2) Walid al-Khazraji, “Hadhihi Dalalat Tawqit Iada Washintan li- Arshif al-Ba‘th al-‘Iraqi,” Ara-
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(1) “Return of Saddam-Era Archive” Arab News.
(2) Gordon, “Baath Party Archives Return to Iraq”
(3) Marsin Alshamary, “Important Iraqi Archives Are Now Back in Baghdad: Where Were They,

and What Happens Now?” Washington Post, 15 September 2020,_https://www.washington-
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(1) UN Security Council Resolution 2379 (2017), OP 2.
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UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Daesh) in Iraq, September 2024, p11.
(2) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Daesh) in Iraq, September 2024.
(3) Eleventh report of the Special Adviser and Head of the United Nations Investigative Team to
Promote Accountability for Crimes Committed by Daesh/Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant

(5/2023/882), 16 November 2023, para. 42.
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(1) Eleventh report of the Special Adviser and Head of the United Nations Investigative Team to

Promote Accountability for Crimes Committed by Daesh/Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant

(S/2023/882), 16 November 2023, pp. 41-42.
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(1) Eleventh report of the Special Adviser and Head of the United Nations Investigative Team to
Promote Accountability for Crimes Committed by Daesh/Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant
(S/2023/882), 16 November 2023, p. 43.

(2) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Ddesh) in Iraq, September 2024, para. 150.
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(1) Eleventh report of the Special Adviser and Head of the United Nations Investigative
Team to Promote Accountability for Crimes Committed by Daesh/Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant (S/2023/882), 16 November 2023, p. 20.

(2) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by
ISIL (Daesh) in Iraq, September 2024, p. 10.
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(1) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Ddesh) in Iraq, September 2024, p. 10, paras. 33-34.

(2) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Daesh) in Iraq, September 2024, p. 10-14.

(3) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Daesh) in Iraq, September 2024.
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(1) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL

(Daesh) in Iraq, September 2024, pp. 12-13.

(2) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Daesh) in Iraq, September 2024, p. 13.

(3) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Daesh) in Iraq, September 2024, para. 48 (emphasis mine).

(4) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Dakesh) in Iraq, September 2024, para. 48 (emphasis mine).

(5) Eleventh report of the Special Adviser and Head of the United Nations Investigative Team to
Promote Accountability for Crimes Committed by Daesh/Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant

(5/2023/882), 16 November 2023, para. 24.

s NN NN Slasy

wopbill el @xigll Slell jSpoll ge jani dygiw cani dale @lao



oladll il a6 eyl girels aubii eflpn Guigi —— @I U1 65513

el Sl Sl s B olas sl sledl o ) e ase

ui..p\;dL:S.x_g&_Lp%_éliﬁ\&\):J\ﬁﬁkﬁéskya\)j_kjr’f~Y2
Jomis Bl 5 0L Al Lty 1 G bladl 5 e
AN S 5V s s sl o5 D58 S5 s 6 s Lablows
Ol Lo iy ke a g il 5 S, Sl e
YeVE Ol ng.;&;_p\“;o\).;@_jg.;gwca&,ﬁwwﬂ\
) [P KRN RUIE o U S-ENW] U SRV SN OR JOU 2P
5 i Y el Al as T ¢ aals Ll ol e el )
SV o E Ll o5 SN AT 0L 761
Craals 8 Ea ) el 5 o ladl e dadly o () el
sl s 8y Sds dmy p Y0V E Ol ol 3 Lgalane s S
ielaall Of Joan OF e mald Ko Y e g 208 s . Viyadl e isls
pe e I3 ) 5 oSl e e am (8 LEDU Redieane]|

(1) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Daesh) in Iraq, September 2024, pp. 14-16, paras. 62-71.

(2) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Ddesh) in Iraq, September 2024, para. 64.
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(3) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destrliction of cultural heritage by ISIL

(Ddesh) in Iraq, September 2024, para. 65
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(1) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Ddesh) in Iraq, September 2024, para. 69.

(2) Letter dated 28 December 2023 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of
Iraq to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (5/2024/53), 12 January 2024.
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(1) UNITAD Terms of Reference (5/2018/118), para. 2.

(2) UNITAD Terms of Reference (S/2018/118), para. 27.
(3) UNITAD Terms of Reference (5/2018/118), para. 27.
(4) UNITAD Terms of Reference (S/2018/118), para. 14.
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(1) UNITAD Terms of Reference (S/2018/118), para. 44.
(2) Declaration on Fact- finding by the United Nations in the Field of the Maintenance of Inter-

national Peace and Security, GA Res. 46/ 59, 9 December 1991, para.6.
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(1) UNITAD Terms of Reference (S/2018/118), para. 19.
(2) UNITAD Terms of Reference (5/2018/118), para. 19.
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(1) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL
(Ddesh) in Iraq, September 2024, para. 10.

(2) See Catherine E.M. Harwood, The Roles and Functions of Atrocity-Related United Na-
tions Commissions of Inquiry [in the International Legal Order (Leiden/Boston: Brill/Nijhoff,
2020).

(3) See R. Cryer, Robert, D. Robinson and S. Vasiliev, An introduction to international criminal
law and procedure (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019), p. 418.

(4) R. Cryer, Robert, D. Robinson and S. Vasiliev, An introduction..., p. 419.
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(3) UNITAD, Office of Field Investigations, Damage and destruction of cultural heritage by ISIL

(Daesh) in Iraq, September 2024, para. 9.
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(1) Eleventh report of the Special Adviser and Head of the United Nations Investigative Team to
Promote Accountability for Crimes Committed by Daesh/Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant

(5/2023/882), 16 November 2023, para. 43.
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7- Research papers for which reviewers suggest amendments or additions

are returned to their authors to make the required amendments before

publication.

8- Every research paper published in the journal becomes the property of the
journal, and no other party may publish the paper or translate it into
a book, newspaper, or periodical without the consent of the journal’s

publisher.
9- For further information and inquiries, please contact us via email or visit

the journal’s website: e.c.d.s.center@gmail.com

The materials published in this journal reflect the views of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Iraqi Center

for the Documentation of Extremist Crimes
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Publication Guidelines for Memory of Suffering
Journal

The journal welcomes contributions from specialized authors and ac-
cepts in-depth studies for publication in accordance with the following

guidelines:

1- The research must be original and innovative and must not have been pre-

viously published or submitted for publication elsewhere.

2- The research must follow accepted scientific standards, particularly re-
garding documentation, such that footnotes are placed at the end of the
paper, sources and references are cited in the text using sequential num-
bers in parentheses, and are listed in detail at the end of the paper in the
order they appear, followed by an alphabetically arranged list of sources

and references.

3- Documents, images, and tables—if included in the research—must be clear

and properly cited.

4- The research must not exceed 8,000 words, with a font size of 14 in Sim-

plified Arabic, headings in 16-point font, and footnotes in 12-point font.

5- Research papers submitted for publication—printed and proofread—must

be sent via the journal’s email address.

6- Research papers are subject to confidential peer review.
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Annual membership fee for individuals: 50,000 Iraqi dinars or the

equivalent in US dollars

Annual membership fee for institutions: 75,000 Iraqi dinars or the

equivalent in US dollars
Outside Iraq: 150,000 Iraqi dinars or the equivalent in US dollars
Email: e.c.d.s.center@gmail.com
Deposit Number at the National Library and Archives in Baghdad

International number: (3001) year (2026).
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Memory of Suffering is a biannual academic journal published by
the Iraqi Center for the Documentation of Extremist Crimes, which is
affiliated with the Department of Intellectual and Cultural Affairs at
Al Abbass Holy Shrine. The journal focuses on the study of the mem-
ory of suffering in Iraq, prioritizing scientific rigor and objectivity. The
studies published in the journal are subject to the standards of academ-
ic research and peer review by accredited experts. The journal aims to
advance specialized knowledge in the field of documenting crimes of
extremism by publishing research that contributes to understanding the
mechanisms of memory, ensuring justice for victims, and analyzing the

contexts and effects of Suffering.

The journal seeks to be a leading academic platform that brings to-
gether researchers from various humanities, social sciences, and legal
tields, and works to preserve collective memory and protect it from ne-
glect, viewing this as a scientific and ethical necessity. It is also com-
mitted to supporting studies that expose the structures of violence and
provide insights that contribute to establishing the values of truth and
justice, building a more aware and peaceful society to overcome the ef-
fects of the past, and contributing to ensuring a secure future free from

pain for future generations.
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